Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th September, 2011 at 7.30 pm
  
Cathaoirleach:        Councillor Michael Farrelly
 
Other Members:     Councillors Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick,
Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty., 
Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Mary Kavanagh
Officials:               
Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

Sean O’Reilly, Actn’g Senior Executive Engineer 
Miriam Roe, 
Town Clerk
In Attendance:
Sharon O’Toole, Rural Enabler, Co Louth  

-------------------------------
MINUTE  70/11

Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 13th July, 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Minogue, seconded by Cllr Hatrick.

MINUTE 71/11

Matters Arising
Walled Town Day – Cllr Farrelly congratulated and thanked everyone who was involved in organising this very successful event.  Thanks also to Brendan McSherry and Brian Walsh for all their help.

Cllr Hatrick expressed appreciation to LCC staff for works done over the previous month.

De La Salle House - Cllr Minogue enquired as to the progress of this item previously on the Agenda.  J McGuinness informed the Cllrs that he had spoken to the parish priest and that the building was available for purchase only.  He also stated that Louth County Council are not in a position to purchase this property, but added that the Parish Centre was always available to groups who required it.
MINUTE 72/11

Rural Enabler Programme
Sharon O’Toole from Rural Enabler, Co Louth made a presentation to the Cllrs regarding the rural enabler programme.  A brief overview of the aims and objectives was given also examples of the type of projects they had funded.  

A discussion followed as to what type of group/organisation would be eligible.  Sharon stated that projects must have a Peace element included to qualify.  Enquiries and applications were invited from those who might be interested in seeking funding.

MINUTE 73/11
Town Twinning
Cllr Hatrick stated that the Rugby Club were interested in organising a game with a team from Nettuno 

Following a brief discussion it was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Farrelly that a Sub Committee be set up organise events relating to Town Twinning.  This committee can then report back to the full Council.

Sub Committee Members are:  Cllr Tenanty, Cllr Minogue, Cllr Hatrick and Cllr Farrelly.

MINUTE 74/11
Improve our Town Competition
The Town Clerk informed the Cllrs that the award ceremony would be held in Ardee Castle on Wednesday 28th September at 7.00pm and all were invited to attend.
MINUTE 75/11
Review of Pay Parking
J McGuinness opened the discussion by stating that the review of pay parking would take into consideration, not just the cost of parking but, the overall street scene and traffic management in particular.  This was the first time that this proposal was put to the Cllrs for their consideration.  Bearing this in mind a map of the Ardee Main Street from South end (church) to North End (Fairgreen) was shown to the Cllrs.

Sean O’Reilly explained the various draft proposals/ideas starting with the Hale St/Willliam St/Drogheda Rd junction and continued northwards to the Town Boundary.  A discussion followed regarding traffic and pedestrian crossings at this and other junctions.  A number of other questions were raised and discussed regarding the various draft proposals along the length of the street.
It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr Farrelly that a special meeting be arranged to discuss the pay parking review.  This will give the Cllrs time to consider the amendments/proposals. This special meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th September at 5.00pm in Ardee Castle, before the JPC meeting.  
J McGuinness reiterated that this is a fundamental review of the pay parking in Ardee Town. LCC wanted to do this review once, discuss the various proposals and amend the current pay parking layout in the Town and get it right.  
Taking into account the economic timing, certain streets within the Town would be prioritised for long stay parking, leaving the rest of the town free for shorter term parking to facilitate shopping.  Actual fees have not been looked at as designations needed to be agreed on first. 
MINUTE 76/11
Planned Works
A written report detailing planned works over the coming month was circulated to the members by S O’Reilly.

Cllr Malone asked if there were planned to carry out works at the Riverstown junction.  S O’Reilly stated that there was extensive works carried out on the Riverstown Road over the past number of weeks. No additional works were planned at this time but he would look at the junction again.

Cllr Tenanty asked if something could be done with a manhole cover at Castleguard road.

J McGuinness advised members that this would be included as a recurring item on the agenda.

MINUTE 77/11

Notice of Question
8.1 
From Cllr L Hatrick:

“What is the current situation regarding the services signage on the road leading into the town of Ardee”

Response:
While the NRA have taken a leading role on National Road direction signage, the issue of Services signs does not really arise as national route passing through the main streets of Ardee as traffic will pass existing road side services and amenities. In the event of Ardee being bypassed NRA policy allows for limited signage to bypassed facilities This policy document is available on the NRA website (see the NRA policy document: Policy on the Provision of Tourist & Leisure Signage on National Roads - March 2011.  As before mentioned, there may be an opportunity to explore a bypassed town signage for Ardee on the N33 if that were found helpful.
“The Flower Vendor on Market Street is unable to trade in the mornings. What is the Councils view on this and is there any way around it?.”

Response: The Casual Trading Bay located outside the Railway Bar in Ardee is at present licensed to two traders  

 

1:  The Flower Vendor who is licensed to trade all day Monday, all day Tuesday, all day Wednesday, Thursday afternoon, Friday afternoon and all day Saturday.  

 2:  The Fish Man who is licensed to trade on Thursday morning and Friday morning only.

 

Therefore this bay is fully occupied Monday to Saturday and additional trading may not be undertaken outside the times indicated in the licenses.

“Have the Council had any complaints regarding the installation of the seat beside the Old Chantry College?”

Response:  Louth County Council has received no complaints regarding the installation/location of this seat.

Following enquiries from Cllr McCoy regarding casual trading bays, J McGuinness agreed to present a report at the next meeting.

MINUTE 78/11
Notice of Motions From Other Councils

· Donegal Co Council. – That Donegal Council act to protect Right of Ways in their County.

· Kilrush Town Council – Call on Minister for the Environment to Review Commercial Rates.

· Kilrush Town Council – Call on Minister for the Environment to review the payment system of the Non Principle Private Residence.

· Kilrush Town Council – Call on the Minister for the Environment to bring forward proposals to extend the postal vote to emigrants abroad.

· Kerry County Council – Supports The Justice for Magdalene’s (JFM) survivor advocacy groups calling on the Irish State to offer a formal apology to the Magdalene survivors.

All marked at read.

MINUTE 79/11

Correspondence

· Response from Mr Willie Penrose TD

· Response from NRA re Ardee Bypass.

· Clare Tourist Council – National Tourism Conference

· Federation for Victim Assistance – Conference
All correspondence above taken as read.

· LAMA Autumn Seminar 2011 -  It was proposed by Cllr Minogue and seconded by Cllr McCoy that Cllr McCoy attend the LAMA Autumn Seminar.
It was proposed by Cllr Tenanty and seconded by Cllr McKenny that there be an amendment to Cllr Minogues proposal and that no member of ATC should attend this seminar. The Cathaoirleach called for a vote on Cllr Tenantys proposed amendment.

The result of the vote was as follows:

	For Cllr. Tenantys proposal
	-
	Cllrs. Mary Kavanagh, Fintan Malone, Padraig McKenny, Michael Farrelly, Jim Tenanty,







Total Votes :
5
	Against Cllr Tenantys proposal
	-
	Cllrs. Finnan McCoy,  Dolores Minogue







Total Votes : 2
	Abstained
	-
	Cllrs. Hatrick







Total Votes : 1
Accordingly Cllr Tenantys amendment was passed by 5 votes to 2.

MINUTE 80/11

A.O.B

Cllr Farrelly informed the meeting that Sean Gallagher would be coming to Ardee on 26th October, 2011

Halloween Fireworks -  It was agreed to go ahead with a Firework Display on 31st October in St. Mary’s GFC.  

Cllr Minogue asked if perhaps Ardee Castle could be opened up for storey telling.  Brian Walsh to be contacted in this regard.
Seating in Town -  Cllr Minogue congratulated LCC on the new seating situated around the town.

Litter Laws ​ -  Cllr Tenanty requested the Ardee Town Council write to Minister Phil Hogan to request that he take the following into consideration when drafting the new Anti Litter Legislation.

“That all lorries transporting straw / hay are required to be covered “
Philipstown Dump – Cllr McKenny asked why Philipstown dump was closed to the public when it remained open to commercial operators.

J McGuinness to issue a clarification on this item to all Cllrs in the coming weeks.
Lead Piping -  Cllr Malone enquired as to whether there were any locations, other than Sliabh Breagh, that had lead piping and would it be replaced.

S O’Reilly informed the Cllrs that lead piping was discovered in ‘the square’ in Sliabh Breagh and that it was currently being replaced by Water Services.  It is unknown if or where there are any more lead pipes.

Gates at Railway Walk -  Cllr Malone stated that gates at railway walk were missing.  S O’Reilly stated that he was unaware that the gate/s was missing. He informed those present that a gate had been stolen previously and since replaced at a cost to LCC. He could not guarantee that the missing gate would be replaced if it was found to have been stolen
Seats at Church Hill -  Cllr McCoy thanked S O’Reilly for receiving a delegation regarding the wall / seating at Church Hill.  He remarked that the issue was resolved to everyones satisfaction
This concluded the meeting.
Signed:       ____________________               Dated:           _____________
